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Synopsis

A Walk through the Heavens is a beautiful and easy-to-use guide to the constellations of the
northern hemisphere. By following the unique simplified maps, readers will be able to easily find and
identify the constellations and the stars within them. Ancient myths and legends of the sky are
retold, adding to the mystery of the stars. Written for the complete beginner, this practical guide
introduces the patterns of the starry skies in a memorable way. No equipment is needed, apart from
normal sight and clear skies. Milton D. Heifetz is a clinical professor of neurosurgery at the
University of Southern California and visiting professor at Harvard Medical School. This is his first
astronomy book. Wil Tirion is the author of numerous sky guides, including The Cambridge Guide to
Stars and Planets (1997), The Cambridge Star Atlas (1996), and The Monthly Sky Guide
(Cambridge, 2003). Previous Edition Hb (1998): 00-521-62513-0
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Customer Reviews

"...a helpful guide that introduces young adults to the starry heavens--one that can perhaps lead to

lifelong inquiry and involvement with astronomy." Science Books and Films

A Walk through the Heavens is a beautiful and easy-to-use guide to the constellations of the
northern hemisphere. By following the unique simplified maps, readers will be able to easily find and
identify the constellations and the stars within them. Ancient myths and legends of the sky are

retold, adding to the mystery of the stars. Written for the complete beginner, this pracical guide



introduces the patterns of the starry skies in a memorable way. No equipment is needed, apart from

normal sight and clear skies.

This book has excellent maps, and many interesting star stories. But the author tells us in his
introduction that he objects to stories which are too violent, so he edits out the violence or chooses
a version which is more to his taste.l strongly object to this sort of editing. | want to find out the real
stories that people told, without this sort of moral editing. | prefer to know the real history of the sky
myths.Not recommended as your only or first book. May have some use as a book to give to

sensitive children who you wish to "protect” form real history.

A great guide book to the constellations with some Greek mythology thrown in. Exactly what |

wanted as a brief tutorial. Great for adult or student.

A superb introduction to Astronomy. | would consider myself just shy of a subject matter expert and |
purchased it to introduce it to my wife. It is a great introductory piece that covers the basics. It does
not include all the detailed specifics that some people look for. It is short and to the point, but it will
really keep the reader turning the pages. If only | could use this to teach from! | love the lore aspect

of the book as it helps to also educate on Greek mythology.

This book is perfect. Just what | wanted to give as a present and the receiver was very happy. | wish

| had gotten this book sooner

This book is exactly what | was looking for!!! -- a guide to the stars, where to look, how to identify
them (based on other celestial bodies) and their backgrounds, movements, and legends! Love this

book. Highly recommend if you seek the same as | did.

great book if you want to learn something new! starts you off at the basics and moves on from there.
very informative, teaches you how to read the stars without the need of an app (or if you're out there

in the true woods with no signal). very handy and easy to read from.

Great for my 5th grade son’s reports in both his gifted as well as mainstream class. It's not too

babyish but not too technical either. Perfect for any age.



This book is an excellent reference and supplement to existing materials. It gives not only
constellations, but the major navigationsal stars (e.g. Arcturus, Capella, Spica, etc.) assoicated with
the asterisms. It also gives good tips about locating these objects. | give this book a good

recommendation.
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